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take it. His punishment at the hands of the Imperial Govern-
ment was frightful.
In the following year the Chinese made their third and last
attempt to reach Ava, this time by the Bhamo route again. But
again they were held by the impregnable Kaungton stockade.
They themselves built a great stockaded camp at Shwen-
yaungbin; but the Burmese took the offensive and stormed it.
That was the end of the war. The Chinese asked for terms and
a treaty of peace was signed at Kaungton in 1770.
The negotiations were conducted by the Burmese command-
ers and the terms of the treaty were not referred to the king
for sanction. He was highly annoyed when he learnt that the
Chinese were to be permitted to return home alive. But it was a
good peace; it promoted the restoration of trade between
Burma and Yunnan, and was the prelude to a long period of
happier relations. The Burmese were immeasurably proud of
their achievement. It was the most glorious moment in their
history, but, like all such moments was frought with danger,
a danger they could not suspect.
The victorious commanders, well aware of the consequences
of disregarding the royal will, led off their forces upon another
raid into luckless Manipur, hoping by a fresh success to appease
the king's wrath. Again fortune favoured them. They drove out
the raja, placed a Burmese nominee on the throne, and deported
thousands more Manipuris.
The close of the Chinese war left Hsinbyushin free once
more to concentrate upon Siam. From 1770 to 1776 the
struggle was relentlessly carried on, and only ceased with his
death in the latter year. Paya Tak, however, was equal to
the emergency. He took the Laos States, drove the Burmese
out of Chiengmai and completed the unification of Siam. Again
and again Burmese armies penetrated the country and overran
its northern provinces; but they failed to hold them. In 1773 their
Mon levies, mustered for service, mutinied, captured Martaban
and chased the Burmese into Rangoon, which they burnt to the
ground. Burmese reinforcements, however, drove them off,
and again thousands of them fled into Siam. A Burmese force,
which pursued the refugees along the Three Pagodas route, was
surrounded and captured by the Siamese.